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ART OF FLY-MAKINC 



Treluiil; Ehening Ibc route froin London, Dublin, Edin 
burgh, Glasgov, Liverpool, and Bfllast; giving also thi 
Fllel belt sd&pted for SBlmon and Trout (tubing on each. 



1st, Sivmi 3ad. An^Uag Stalioiu. TTlb Salmon Blationi, 
marW Ant ■ ,- He hat Trout Slelbini, Ihut f ; Saliaott 
and Trout Slatiom, thus ^. 

1. The Thttinesif 2. Windsor. An nniGdal minnow, 
ni«inif»elnred by the anlhor, i« & mott deBtructive bait In 
the ThBDun, Md in all other rivera and lakcB. Fliee in 
nie fbT troQl, Nus. 5, 6,7, B, 9, 11, 13, 13. (Compare the 
(oregtdng numben, attuchi'd to aach fly, in the doscrlption, 
page 19; Salmon QiEts, page 41 and 42.) 

I. Tho Colna ;-(■ 2. Uibriflge, 15 mllfB frum London, 
(Middleiei.) Flios to answer, Nos. 3,1U, II, 13, 15, 16, 
18, 19, 35. 

1. The Wandlv ;f 2. CarBbutton, 12 mileis (Vpdi Lon- 
don, (Surrey). Mica, Nob. 15, 16, IT, 37, 29, 30, 31 . 

1. The Ocmen(;f 2. Farningbam, (Koat CounljO 
■arenteen milaa ftom London, Sec the Wandle flias, 

1. TheDoyaj-f 2. DoyedalB, fiTBmileslVomAshboume, 
I. The Dentenlit 2. Baalow, Dprbyshire. FIIbb, Noa. 
I, 2, 3, 4, a, 0, 9, 10, 12, 14, 18, 24, 38, 30, 31. 

1. The Eden,f the Crog^n, the Pelteril, the Emonl, 

and the LowUieri S, Fenrith, Cumberland, § %3 mllei 

\ Sge the Northnrn Tourisfa Oulltc In ttvc IxSKn. 



i. 



1. The Miiiu-wMer jj 2. rUiul-lsImin, ShnnoiCastle. 
4 mill's hoai tlie lait-mcnlioned town. l'aunt> iif Antrim. 

I. The Luwi'r Buin;t S. Tuotub Bridge, {^^ nee Uie 
rivpr Burn, anil Bush, page 40,) luurniUBii from tka Main. 

I, Tlia Roe;J 2. NewKiwii-limiivaddj-, 10 mtli* from 
Colernliie, luid lOU from DuUin, an ihs rojul Ui Derr}-. 
PuTple, dnrk blue, and darat fiies, iira used on tim rittr. 

I. I.oughErne;t 3- EnDiiklllen, Fermanigh County, 
79 miles from Dablin, uid 45 &om BeLrut. 

I. The Hirer Knioi* 3. Bnllvihunion (naltnoD leap), 
SO miles frum Ennislullen, uid lUO fnim Uoblin. 

I. LoDghGilljif ASU^O, lAmllealromBaUjsbannon. 

1. Tbe Rivpn. Oei^.t Poe,t Meylr.t Monrar,* and 
FoTlei a. atrabstte, 10 mile* rrom Dsttt, and llSlVom 
Dublin. 

1, Tb* BUck.*aker;t S. Moye, Chvlenotii. fl milci 
tron Aittagh. 3t) from Bi'lTut, atal <i8 (ran Uubiin. Tba 
iroul run luge in Ibis rirer. 

Thx Salmon Lei^i of ColNvJne ta SO mllM bum ihat of 
Ballf aliMiiiaa. 

To iToUnd'-rcDMi from London to livirpool.b.'r Uoan 
conTojtnnr, and from Liverpool, Jailv, apioti (be ChauocI, 
in fauiUen houn, by the mall i-wktli: aUo, lo Brlfkut, 
in thoaaiiii> apace of timp; lo OlMgoK, I'ork, Dern.&c. 

OttriftLm r,f a 

mtH,Ud ta ■ 

Sfollaml. 

Bodjr — blue, jrsllo*, Jtmen, ami li^t bmiin mnhalr, 
mixed well toitelhiit. Logt — bUek conk's bitcUe, loUeil 
up tbo body with Hold (Iiuel. ITlugi — mallard, pvacodi'i 
wing, iiiiini-* bni, aiid Uiil fcathcm, roiiiMl, l*o fibnx of 
oacU. Tail— |oUm ufaMMUl CTMt, tmill fiMlieri booii, 
No. P, Limtrick. 



ART OF FLY MAKING, 

DTEINS, &c. 



I 



xIavisg spent my youthful days m roaming; 
along the banks of llie beautiful and romamjc 
streams of my native land — Ireland, and having 
been for twenty years a akiltul angler, and Fly 
Maker of celebrity, in both Great Britain and 
Ireland, it is my desire to impart to the world, 
plainly and easily, the kmiwledgc I have acquired, 
that all those who wish to become masters of 
the art, may, by patience and practice, and a 
close adherence to the instructions I shall lay 
down, derive the fullest benefit iiom my ex- 
perience. 

1 have endeavoured in the following treatise 
on Fly Making, to divest llie subject, as far as 
possible, of all technicalities and superfluities; 
at the same time 1 have entered into such fidl 
details on all points egsentta\ \a V^ie c.(iu%^:t'^c&^'^ 



of the fly, that by adopting the process I ha*e 
pointed out, and following the instmctiona I have 
given, the aspirunts to the art of fly-making may 
speedily become proficient in tlie craft. 

I have added to " the Art of Fly-making" full 
instructions and the most approved recipes for 
dyeing mohair, pig's hair, feathers, and other 
articles most useful and appropriate for imitating 
the natural flies, and retaining their beauty 
through all the vicissitudes to which they may 
be exposed. 



In the first pbre let the student provide him- 
self with the following articles and inslrumenU, 
viz. mohair, pig's hair, fur, and silk of every 
colour, shade, and te.xture; an assortment of 
feathers as described hereafter; gold and ailver 
Iwist, and tinsel of various dimensions ; hooks of 
all sizes; silk-worm gut; n pair of (hnrp pointed 
scisHirB: a pair of plitrs, atxl a small picker. 
Having all things prepared, let him seal him- 
self at a pood light, and proceed as follows ; — 
Oet a small piece of shocmaWi wa.K. bold 



your tying silk (about a foot in length) one 
end between your teeth, the other in your left 
hand, waxing it up and down, until there be 
enough on tlie silk, observing to wax the silk 
well you lie on your hook with ; then take your 
trout-hook in your left hand, by the bend, pla- 
cing your silk, just waxed, on the shank, giving 
three or four turns of it towards you, before you 
put on the gut — tliis prevents slipping. Choose 
then the roundest end of yout gut, according to 
the size of your hook, chew it a little with yout 
teeth, and place it on, letting the end come 
about half-waj down the shank, underneath the 
hook ; hold both together with the nails of your 
left hand fore-finger and thumb, winding your silk 
towards you down the shank until opposite the 
point of the hook — your gut is then firmly tied 
on : turning your hook in your hand, hold it by 
the shank, you now turn the silk from you, (the 
hook is always held by the left hand and the silk 
wound by the right, and by turning the hook 
in your;hand you have more command of the 
fly): then, opposite the barb of your hook, on 
the shank, tie on your tad two-eighths of an inch 
long, and your tip of tinsel, with one turn of 
your v/dxed silk over eacU lo setmt ftiftm, '^jk* 



plate I.) Iioidiog your liook ^till between your 
foretinger aud thumh nails, place your middle 
Httger against the silk where you tie on your tail, 
to keep it from slipping, tijeti tukc hold ot* thu 
tying silk in your right hand, close to the hook, 
and twist on it a small bit of mohair, shifting 
your hook, hekl in your left fore-finger and 
thuniti, and winding it up to form the body of 
the tly, till within an eighth of an inch from the 
end of the shank, and tliere place on your hackie, 
previously prepared , tying it down with a run- 
ning knot of the silk at the point. (Sec hackle 
prepared and tied on, pUle ii.) Now turn your 
hook in your left hand, holding it by the lieati, 
and with your right hand turn your hackle twice 
or thrice round the shoulder, close where your 
hook is left bnre the eighth of an inch, keepini( 
the middle finger of the hand your hook is in tight 
agsmat the hnckk, to prevent it from slipping, 
until yon give two turns of yuur silk round it, 
and fasten it down with n running knot, (sve 
plate III.) then pull out one of Uic pinion fea- 
thers of die starling's wing, and cut off two 
small piece* of the sod feather from tho sletn, at 
the same timt holding your liy between llie fore- , 
fiager aud thumb (utiU of youi left hand, cIom 



to where vou are about to place on your wings, 
(the small bit of hook bare at the end of the 
shank,) your silk hanging where you tied down 
your hackle ; lay on one of your wiogs at the 
offside of your fly, giving a turn of the waxed 
silk over it, keeping your middle finger tight 
against it, wliik you take up your other wing;, 
and place it on in like manner at tiie. near side 
of your fly, not allowing your wings to he too 
long over iho bend of your hook, clip the end 
of your feather close oft", and finish with two 
running knots of the waxed silk, givmg it the 
same time, two or three turns of your sitk round 
the gut, to prevent the point of the shank from 
cutting it; cut off your silk close and jour fly 1= 
finished, (see plate iv.) 



To make the palmer, or hackle fly, you lie on 
the hook and gut as before, and when you have the 
tying silk opposite the barb on ihe shank, you will 
place on two hackles of equal shape to answer 
the size of die hook, having lied them together at 
the foots of the stem with a piece, o^ ^^».tA i^it 



before fastening them on ; (you ate now hold- 
ing the hook by the shank,) the inside of each 
hackle tied down, and the points prepared, on the 
shank of the hook opposite the barb, tie on the 
tinsel to rib the body and the floss silk to form it 
at the same place — then shift the hook in your 
hand, still holding it by the shank, till within 
the eighth of an inch from the end, (My pupi) 
should bold tlie hook tight between his lel\ fore- 
finger and thumb nails in all the processes of the 

fiy.) 

Now take the flou silk in your right hand, 
and roll it up the hook regularly till you bring 
it in close contact with your left fore-finger and 
thumb nails, and then tie it down and clip it 
otl'; — turn the hook in your hand and liold it 
by the bend, letting your waxed silk bang where 
yuu clipped off the floss, having \e(i a small por- 
tion of the hook to tie down the hnckles whco 
you bring them up the body, as you finish on the 
end of the shank; tlicTi take hold of the tinsel 
with youi right hand and roll it up over the floM 
silk body slantingly four or live times, or lei* 
uL-cording to the site of the hook (taking can; l« 
keep the middle finger of your left hand the book 
a in dgkt agaiatt both tinsel Kud hackle at each. 



turn you give over the body) and fasten il with 
a running knot of the silk ; leave the silk hang- 
ing, and clip off the tinsel, then take hold of the 
hackles in your right hand, and turn them slan- 
tingly from you over the body in rotation with 
the tinsel, the ouisides of the hackle next the 
body, till you bring them in close contact with 
the end of the shauk (taking care to keep your 
middle finger, as aforesaid, tight against the 
hackle at each turn over the body to keep it 
from slipping off); then tie down the hackles, 
clip off the ends, and finish with two running 
knots, and varnish it. Press the fly between your 
fingers to slant the hackles downwards; pea- 
cock's harl is tied on in the same manner as the 
floss silk, the tinsel rolled over it and then the 
hackle ; mohair is twisted on the tying silk and 
rolled up over the body in like manner, then the 
tinsel and hackle. 



on SALMON HOOKS. 

The method taken U precisely the same, tying 
your salmon hook tirst, and winding your waxed | 
silk round the shank, before placing on your gut, 
lo prevent slipping. Tip your fly with tpild. 
Observe lo tie on your tail, tinsel, huckic, nnd 
hall' your body with liner silk than you iied on 
your salmon hook with, to prevent your Hy from 
being clumsy at the tail. You inay put a turn 
or two of black oitrich harl at tlie tail, when 
you wish to make gStidy flits, tying on your 
itDsel and hackle close above the ostrich, and 
casting a running knot over to keep it aecnre, 
{see [date v.), then twist yourmolmir rouiid your 
waxed silk as above; turn it round the shank of 
the hook towards the end to form your body, 
until you come about one t]unner of an inrh 
from the end of the shank; cast a running knot 
over it with your silk, turn your hook in yriur 
hand and hold it by the bend ; then roll yuur 
tinsel up towards the head, tiie eighth of un inch 
apart, fiiitcn it as above, then tnke your huckir, 
pneriou3iy tied on at the tail, roll it ■lantint;ly up 



II 

with the tinsel, observing to keep it always on 
its back, by giving tbe stem a twist in your fore- 
finger and thumb, when placing it up the body 
with your right hand, tie it down as before, (see 
plate VI.) leaving one-eighth of an inch of your 
hook bare to receive your wings. 

Wax your silk well before tying on the wings, 
in all cases using a little spirit varnish before 
and after you tie them on, as it is very essential, 
especially when you make Irish fly-wings of 
numerous kinds of feathers. Put on a piece of 
black ostrich for head, turning it from you with 
the right hand, after guarding the gut with the 
silk and placing a running knot over it, close 
between the ostrich and root of the wings. This 
gives the fly an appearance of having a neck, 
and with your little pencil, lay on the varnish, 
and it never can slip. The wings of Irish sal- 
mon flies are placed on exactly as in the above 
trout-fly, keeping the different mixture of fea- 
thers to be placed on at each side, (or more on 
the top of your hook), and taking care to press 
them tight down with your thumb nail, where 
you tie your silk several times over, clipping off 
the refuse ends of the feathers. You 
at each iide your wings, king&&W ieft.^««». 



ly place I 
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killing) with two fibres of macaw. You may 
also place any coloured backle or feathers you 
think proper over the part where you have se- 
cured your wings, aod sprig it s( each side with 
gaudy feathers, to keep the large lump occa- 
sioned by the quantity of feathers tied oa 
invisible. 

If my readers would fancy to lie on their 
trout-fly wings first, let them tie on their hook 
as before, and at the end of the shank, tie on 
starling or mallard wings, the tip ends pointing 
up the gut (see plate vit,), guessiag at the same 
time the length of the wings, when turaed, to 
appear in proportion to the hook ; then begin at 
the tail of the fly, as aforesaid, put on the body, 
tinsel and hackle, close up to the wings, tied the 
reverse way ; divide the wings with your picker, 
turning your silk in and out, to separate tliem 
properly, turn up the wings will) your ri^t 
thumb nail, catching both body and wingi in' 
your left hand finger and thumb ; give two tumi 
(if your waxed silk over the head to keep the 
wings down, finishing your fly upon tlie small 
bit of the hook remaiuiug at the head. This is 
my own plan of making trout flies, called tlie 
iriMh way. They endetklly must hut longer, the 



wings being tied on first, turned over the fly, 
and secured at the head. 



TO TIB ON THE laiSH AND SCOTCH SALMON W1N09, 
AMD MIX THE FEATHERS, COLOURS, ETC, 

The wings of Irish flies are very difficult to tie 
on, in as much as there is such a quantity of 
mixtures. When you have thetail, body, hackle, 
and tinsel properly put together on the hook, 
and the eighth of an inch of the end of the shank 
bare to receive the wings, you then wax the silk 
and put on a little spirit varnish where you have 
just tied down the haclde, as it keeps the wings 
firm ; lay down your fly and mix the wings 
thus ; — First strip otF three fibres of the peacock's 
wing feather, the black and white, and place 
them on your knee as you sit, (the like quan- 
tity for the other wing,) three fibres of brown 
mallard, and place them even with the above ; 
then three fibres of light spotted turkey's tail 
feather even with the points of the same, now 
two fibres of the sword feather of the peacock's 
tail on each mixed wing, then break off two 
pieces of the golden -pheaaant'a necV. at t-vij^ftV 
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feather, lay them on in like matioer ; then three 
fibres of blue macaw on each wing, and two 
fibres of guinea-hen's rump feather, with the 
same ijuantity of teal (found underneath the 
wings of that wild fowl); you may wet the points 
of the fibres in your mouth before you lay them 
down to keep them together, then place on two 
fibres of amazon parrot's tail and three of orange 
macaw's feather; now having mixed both vour 
wings alike, take up one wing in your right fore- 
finger and thumb nails and hold it tightly, take 
up your fly with the left band, (the silk attached 
where you tied down the hackle,) place the wing 
on at the olf-slde of the fly (let it be the eighth 
of an inch longer than the bend of the hook) 
take hold of both body and wing with the left 
fore finger and thumb nail* tightly, and with 
your right hand hold the ailk and give two 
turns over the wing, presung it well down with 
(he nail of the right hand ;and casta running knui 
liver It : then in like manner take up the other 
wing and place it on, taking care to keep the 
wings the nine lengtli, and hold them tight 
between your nails to prevent theni turning the 
ruvenie way ; cast the silk three times over 
iAeai, tuul ptuut tlmtti dowu tigbl «tlh the thumb 
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nail of your right hand, still holding the fly 
between the nails of your left ; then with the right 
turn up the refuse ends at the point of the shank 
and cut them dose off; now wax the silk and 
turn it over the part where you cut off the ends 
of the feathers, and guard the gut immediately 
under the point of the shank to prevent the hook 
from cutting it. Bring the silk back to tht root 
of the wings and cast a running knot over it, 
place on a little spirit varnish, then take two 
fibres of the blue and yellow macaw's tail feather, 
place one at each side two eighths of an inch 
longer than the wings, give two turns of the silk 
over them ; here you may put on a blue Jay 
feather, atrip off the bad side of this feather and 
pare the thick part of the stem away with your 
scissors, place it on as a hackle and turn it over 
the head the blue side outwards ; slanting over 
both wing and hackle place a blue kingfisher 
feather at each side the head, and tie on the 
black ostrich harl, give two or three turns of it 
over the head and fasten it off at the roots of the 
wings with two running knots of the waxed silk, 
cut it off and lay on a little varnish to secure it 
(see plate viit.) 




SCOTCH FLIES. 



You may place on the wing;s of Scotch aalmon 
flies in this manner :— Clip off from the black 
and white turkey's tail feather two pieces the 
eighth of an inch nide, and with the left fore- 
finger and thumb nails hold the fly tight where 
you are about to place on tlie wings, then with 
the right forefinger and thumb place on the off- 
side wing the exact length of tlie bend of the 
hook, keep it tight between your right hand 
naih to prevent the flbres from breaking ; let 
this first wing come under the nail of the fore- 
finger of your left hand you are holding the fly 
with, and with the fight vMi over it two turns of 
the waxed silk : now take up tlie second wing and 
place it on at the near side in like manner, keep 
the left tlinmb nail tight upon it, und give two 
tarns of the silk over both and press thrm tight 
down with the right hand thumb nail, now clip 
off tlie t?Dd8 of the featlier and roll the waxed silk 
closely over it, gunr<ling the gut from the hook, 
bring the silk back to the roots of llie wings and 
cast two running knots over them, cut qS iW 
siJk and furnish the bead, (see plate ix.) 
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To niiic mohair of different colours for aaimon 
flies — take blue, scarlet, yellow, green, orange, 
and brown, mix tliem well together with your 
fingers and thumbs til! they appear as one colour. 
And when dark mixture is required, add the 
greater portion Of the darker stuff and the light 
in like manner. 



As I have now laid before the angler a perfect 
method of making his fly, from the largest sal- 
mon, down to the smallest midge, I will proceed 
to give a description of what I term the Standard 
Flies, which I have used in my time with great 
success on the rivers in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, and which will kill in any otber country 
where the angler may chance to reside — cele- 
brated flies, that have afforded capital sport. 
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DESCRIPTION OF FLIES. 



l.—The Wren Tail Fly. {Standard.) 

Hook f. — Body, Amber mohair. 

Tail, Two fibres of the drake lealher 

gold tip. 
Legs or Hackle, Wren tail- 
Wings, Partridge's grey tail feather. 



2. — Orojise Hackle. (May and June.) 

Hook ff. — Body, Gold colour or orange silk. 
Legs, Grouse hackle.' 
Gold tip. 

* Wben jou tie on the groiue hackle take liuld ul' 

the same in yoar right band ; and iritb the lell, the 
point of the same ; draw the fibres back vitb the right, 
lie it OD at the point, and roll it on the back or outside 
the TealheT, aa this keeps the hackle alautia^ dow\>.- 
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3.— TAe Ant Fly, (August,) 

Hook fe.— Body, Cinnamon brown moliair. 
Legs, Red hackle (small). 
Wings, Starling's wing feather. 



4 .— The Sooty Olive Fly . (July ) 

Hook f.— Body, Dark olive mohair. 
Taa, Gold tip. 

Legs, Dark olivehackle atthcthouldcrs. 
Wings, Woodcock or starling. 
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5.— Soldier Palmer Fly. {Standard,) 

Hook ff. — Body, Peacock harl. 
Tail, Tip of gold. 
Legs, Two black-red hackles at the 

shoulder. 
(Palmer flies have no wings). 



6. — Red Palmer Fly, {From May to July.) 

Hook ff. — Body, Red or orange mohair, with 
gold twist or tinsel up the body. 
Legs, Two red hackles, wound on 
from the tail up to the head, in ro- 
tation with the tinsel. 
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7. — Oolden Palmer, {July,) 

Hook fiT. — Body, Yellow silk and tinsel, rolled 
on from the tail. 
Legs, Two red hackles. 



8. — Orey Palmer, {April,) 

Hook ffT. — Body, Peacock harl, and gold or 
silver twist, wound up to the head. 
Legs, Twogrey hackles, in like man- 
ner. 
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9.— The Black Palmer. (May.) 

Hook £f. — Body, Black mohair or silk, gold tip. 
Legs, Two black hackles, rolled on 
from the tail. 



\0.—The Little Castle Fly. {Ut. June.) 

Hook fe. — Body, Yellow silk, gold tip. 

Tail, Two fibres of mallard, dyed 
yellow. 

Legs, Yellow hackle at the shoulder. 

Wings, Thrush's wing, or yellow fea- 
ther. 
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11,^ The Orey Housetnfe. {April and Sept,) 

Hook ff. — Body, Light brown mohair, mixed 

with hare's ear fur. 
Tail, Two fibres of the mallard. 
Legs, Partridge neck feather, or grey 

cock hackle. 
Wings, Hen phensant's wing, or grey 

drake. 



12.— rAe Stone Fly. (April and May.) 

Hook ffT. — Body, Brown mohair, mixed with 
yellow mohair. 

Tail, Two fibres of the mallard. 

L^, Black-red hackle, close at the 
head. 

Wings, Brown mallard, or hen phea- 
sant's tail. 
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13. — Cow Dung Fly. (July.) 

Hook f. — Body, Lemon coloured mohair. 

Legs, Cinnamon coloured hackle. 
Wings, Landrail's wing. 



14. — Black Gnat, . (June.) 

Hook fe. — Black ostrich, gold tip. 

Leg^, Small black hackle. 
Wings, Starling's wing. 
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15.— The Little Soldier Fly. (Standard.) 

Hook fe. — Body, Gold coloured mohair or floss. 
Legs, Small black-red hackle. 
Wings, Starling and partridge tail, 
mixed. 



16. — Hare*s Ear Fly. {March, April, S^c.) 

Hook f. — Body, Hare's ear fur, and a little yel- 
low mohair, mixed. 
Wings, Starling, bunting, or wood- 
cock. 
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17.— Blue Blow Fly. (June.) 

Hook Midge. — Body, Mole or water-rat's fur, 

mixed with yellow mohair. 
Tail, Mouse's whiskers. 
Legs, Dun hackle. 
Wings, Tomtit's tail feather. 



IS. ^ The Green Drake. (May.) 

Hook ffif. — Body, Yellow-green mohair. 

Tail, Three hairs from a black bear. 
Legs, Yellowish hackle. 
Wings, Mallard, dyed yellow — a 
black head. 
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1 9.^0retf Drake. (End of April.) 

Hook fflT. — Body, Rat's back fur, mixed with 

yellow mohair. 
Tail, Three fibres of the mallard. 
Legs, Grey hackle. 
Wings, Grey mallard. 
Head, Peacock harl. 



20.— Hawthorn Fly. (May.) 

Hook ff. — Body, Black mohair. 

Legs, Black hackle, at the shoulder. 
Wings, Starling or jay wings. 
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21.— aTAc Black Ant. {July.) 

Hook f. — Body, Black mohair. 
Legs, Black hackle. 
Wings, Water-hen wing, or woodcock. 



22.— The Little Gosling. {July.) 

Hook fe.— Body, Yellow green mohair. 

Legs, Red or cinnamon hackle. 
Wings, Starling or bunting wing. 
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23. — The Evening Moth. 

Hook C— Body, Cream-coloured mohair, fall 
Legs, Hackle, same colour as body- 
Wingt, Owl's wing. 



24.— r*« Bee. {Standard.) 

Hook fif.-Body, YeUow tafl. then brown, then 

black. 
Legs, Black-red hackle, at the head. 
Wings, Hen pheasant, or partridge 
wings. 
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5. — The Brown Bear. {End of March.) 

3K fF. — Body, Cinnamon brown mohair. 
Tail, Two fibres of mallard. 
Le^, Cinnamon hackle. 
Wings, Woodcock wing. 



^^.---Faren Fly. (July,) 

lOK fe. — Body, Yellow tag at the tail and pea- 
cock harl. 
Legs, Red hackle at the shoulder. 
Wings, Starling wing, or partridge 
tail. 
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VJ.—The Midge. {June.) 

Hook Midge. — Body, Ash coloured fur. 

Tail, Two fibres of a grizzle. 
Hackles. (No legs). 
Wings, Bunting wing, or lark. 
(Fox fur, off the face, or American squirrel.) 



28.— rAc Emerald Fly. {August.) 

Hook Midge. — Body, Emerald-green mohair, or 

sUk. 
Tail, Two fibres of a griiile 

hackle. ^ 
Legs, Black-red hackle, (round 

the shoulder.) 
Wing8,StaT&n^, ox Wwtin^ win^. 
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29. — jTAc Whirling Dun. {June and July,) 

Hook f. — Body, Water rat's fur ribbed with yel- 
low silk. 
Tail, Two fibres of a dun hackle. 
Legs, Dun hackle at the shoulder. 
Wings, Starling wing. 



30. — Pismire. {June and July.) 

Hook fe. — Body, Brown mohair. 

Legs, Small red hackle, wound up 
from the tail. 
(No wings.) 
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31. — Whirling Brown. (August.) 

Hook f. — Body, Cinnamon brown mohair. 
Legs, Red or cinnamon hackle. 
Wings, Woodcock wing. 



I have always found the Natural Flies, of every 
size, to have a tinge of green throughout the 
year ; and the greyish colour of the flies in the 
spring months is precisely the same in the latter 
end of the season. The angler should examine 
the natural flies at all times when he is on the 
stream, and if he perceive that they have a tinge 
of gpreen, he should mix a little with his standard 
colours, or if the body of the fly is made of floes 
silk, he should place the green at the shoulder 
underneath the hackle, and judge of the shade of 

green he should use by the appearance of the 

natural Ay, 
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I wish now to give the fly fiaher an idea of 
placing his trout flies on the casting line ; for 
instance—put on the wren tail or grouse hackle 
at the end, the hare's ear or whirling dun in the 
centre; the black gnat, blue blow, or midge, 
next your hand or reel line ; be sure to have the 
casting tine the length of the rod, and keep your 
reel line out of the water at all times when you 
cast the flies, as the ripple on the surface is sure 
to scare the fish. 



Tbe beat and cheapest mode of procuring an aiisorl- 
laent of featbers for Sf-makiDg is to go to Leadenhnll 
Poultry Market, on Saturday murningB, where cock'a 
liackles of OTery colour and size, for both trout and 
salmon flies, l^om either theliTing or dead birds, small 
wings of every variety in their aeaaon, turkey and 
guinea-fowl tail and -wing feathers ; mallard, teal, 
widgeon, and wildfowl feathers of every variety, both 
British and foreign, can be bought at reasonable 

Mohair and other fun cau be got from the furrierB, 
pig's hair IVom the brush nianufacturers, Soeb and 
tying eilk from the mercers, gold and silver twiat and 
tiiiael from tbe laceman, and dyeing materiale fctiiavVA 
draggiata and dry-saltera- 
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The foregoing are what I term Standard Fliti, 
to suit any climate, go where you may, ac- 
cording to the state of the weather, upon which 
I will now give a few brief remarks to the angler, 
that he may know the days in which trout are 
to be taken with the fly. 

In the morning, when the hoar frost is on the 
grass in the spring, you may stay at home ; 
otherwise, when the mornini^ appears mild and 
serene, with the horizon clear at the point from 
whence the wind blows, and no appearance of 
heavy clouds or rain, with the wind gently blow- 
in? dry from the south, let the angler prepare 
himself for a day's sport, as 1 know by experience 
and long patience in angling. On such days 
aa this I have had astonishing success. In sum- 
mer, early in the morning and late in the evening, 
he may expect the best sport. 

I would advise the angler, when he goes to 
the water, to observe the colour of the natural 
flies which frequent the banks, and prepare his 
casting-line accordingly : he should make it a 
point, if possible, to fish on that bankof thestream 
from which the wind blows, throwing his flies to 
the opposite side, and drawing them gently across 
the stream, allowing them to fa.\\ ^aiiNKScj 4ss«'(i.- 
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wards, until they come close to the bank on 
wliich lie stands ; then the angler, with a smart 
spring of his rod, should pitch ihe flies, at full 
length, behind him — to prevent his fly from 
whipping off— and with a sudden jerk of the 
wrist, cast his flies high over the stream, keep- 
ing his rod well up at the top ; his flies will thus 
light on ihe water, witlioul the least ripple or 
disturbance of the surface. To keep out of sight 
is ofthe first importance. By this method, in one 
day's fishing, the angler may become skilful in 
casting his fly. When a flsh rises at the fly, 
let the angler be careful not to strike imme- 
diately, but give him time to turn and go down, 
us he has the fly then ia his mouth, and in this 
manner hooks himself; whereas, if you strike 
suddenly on his appearance, you are apt to whip 
the fly out of his mouth, or, if you chance to 
hook him, frequently break your rod or tackle. 

TUB FEATHERS KEljVISITK roH rLY MAKIKU, 

The mallard feathers, found on the back and 
underiicatli the wings. Teal featli«r«, under- 
vaub the wings. Turkey tails o(«.U kinds, pu- 
ttrularly black and wliilu, «pollM aj\4 \«a«Tv. 
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Peacock wings and tail feaihers. Golden phea- 
sant featbers, and all otlier foreign feathers which 
the angler can procure. Blue kingfishers, 
Guinea-hen feathers, rump and back. Starling 
wings. Bunting wings. Woodcock wings. Hen 
pheasant, wingE and tail. Partridge tail, rump, 
and neck. Grouse feathers off the oeck. Wten 
tails. Tomtit tails. Landrails wings. Starling 
wings. Blue dun cock hackles off the neck, 
close to the head, for midge flies. 

Dun crow back feather, for making the gil- 
leruigh fly. Thus— Body, yellow silk, silver 
tinsel from the tail up. Legs, black hackle, 
and dun crow at the shoulder, (A particular 
favourite). 

Cock -of-lhe -north tail and rump feathers. 
Game or dunghill cock hackles, off the head 
and neck, and the saddle feathers or hackles 
each side the tai], of every colour. 

The white hackles for dyeing, 

Now, to enable my brothers of the angle 
to judge of the success attendant upon this 
mode of fly-making and dyeing the colours, I 
confidently affirm, tliat with only three of the 
flies 1 have described in the Coxtte.owv'fc ■^^i^'^-. 
/ have killed thirty dozen o^ «oM.t'TO. ci^^- *''*-'^' ' 
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upon the Ochrem Water, which meets the Ovoca, 
in the vale of that name. County Wicklow, Ire- 
land, where there is a capital inn, at the wogden 
bridge, near Arklow, about four hours* ride by 
coach from Dublin. The three flies 1 allude to, 
are, the wren-tail, hare's-ear and yellow, and tfav 
little soldier- fly. 

RBMABKS UPON SALMON FLIES (fJOOD KILtKItS), 

FISHED WITH By THE 4UTH0H, 

Rttommemteil to tAox uihojUh on tke rivirt in IrtUmf 

and Scotland, 

There are few better fishing rivers in Ireland 
Uiann the Ban, at Bevannachar, near Ki 
reagh, which divides the counties Antrim ai 
Uerry, and runs northward to tlie Salnion-Lea|i 
of Colraine. Wben the wind blows up tli« 
:re sure of success, as under theM' 
circumstances, in this river, the fisli take tb« 
!y more freely. There are three Olive Flies not 
itioned in the catalogue, good killers on tli* 
Ban (for trout), the green Olive, the goldeS' 
and dark Olive, very small flies — fe. hookd 
Thesi? are made of mohair, no hacklea, starlii 
and woodcock wings. 
/>/ Salmon Fly. Yellow-tail ^okdan pheaitDf 
Body, clHret pig-Wvt ani ^^\A 
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Pclaret hackle. Wings, mallard, turke; 
It brown, and golden pheasant neck, featherB 
: black head- — Hook 9. 
i Fly. Body, half orange, half claret, gold 
Legs, claret hackle, and jay. Wings 
d tail as atxtve. 
^^rd Fly. Body, orange pig-hair, gold Iwist. 
I, orange hackle. Tail, golden pheasant top- 
ing and black ostrich tag. Wings, golden phea- 
mtneck, tail,andcrest. Blackhead. Whiskers 
■of blue and yellow macaw each side the wing. 
MhFly. Body, gold coloured pig-hair, and 
B purple three p4ns up to the head, (durken 
I yoar flies always towards the shoulder, this 4th 
I fly excepted, which must have gold colour pig- 
I hair at the head). Legs, wine purple hackle. 
Wings and tail as above. Gold and silver 
Hook 9. Large size. 

5M Fly. Body, olive pig-b 
hackle. Tail, topping. 

Black head. — B 
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\st Fly, Body, orange and gold twiat. Tail, 
topping small. Lega, claret or blood-red hackle. 
Wings, brown mallard. Black liead.-Hook CC. 

Q,nd Fly. Body, orange and gold twist. Lcgs> 
orange hackle. Tail and head as above. Winfs, 
gaudy feathers. ^ — ^HookC. 

3rr£ Fly. Body, amber mohair and gold 
[wist. Legs, amber hackle, from the tail up. 
Wings, brown mallard. — Hook CC. 

Alh Fly. Body, tipped with yellow mohair, 
(lark bfowQ up to the shoulder. Legs, black 
hackle. Wings, brown turkey or mallard. 

Rth Fly. Body, copper* coloured peacock 
hnrl and gold tinsel, from the tail up. Legs, 
black hackle, close at the head. Wings, sword 
featlier of the peacock's tail. Head, black os- 
trich and topping for tail. 

THE SHANNON FLIES, 

Have difl'orent Jointed bodies of pig-hair and tijrcd 
hackle, red, purple, orange, wine purpl 
claret, browns, black, and dark-green, 
sively ; wings, very large, and as gaudy' 
sihie, with gold pheasant topping, neck, 
and back feathers, macaw yellow and blue, R*d 
diUo. Cock-of-the-Rock feUben. Blue kings- 
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fiaher. Jay ditto. Amazon parrot, tail feathera. 
Bustard, toucan, and trogon feathers. Brown 
mallard, tuikey, teal, guinea-hen, peacock tail 
and wingB. Gold twist, and flat silver, put on 
together. The colours above-mentioned have 
been recently discovered to kill on the rivers 
Tweed, Ness, Spey, and also in the islands of 
islay and Jura, in Scotland. The tvfo last- 
mentioned places require very small gaudy flies. 



Phillips's hooka bein^ alphabetically numbered 
up to BB, i will explain the sizes, commencing 
with the smallest, that my pupils may not be 
misled. Ist, Midge size, fe, f, fF, ffT, trout 
hooks. C, lake, CC, size larger, salmon hooks. 
B, small salmon, BB, a size larger. Nos. 9. 8. 
7, 6, 5. 4. are large salmon hooks, the last fi- 
gure being the largest hook. — {Phillips, Maker, 
Dublin). 
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RECEIPTS FOR DYEING. 



Provide a email crucible, or pot, wUh a handle, 10 
contain Doe quart of water. Before yoa dye yoDr 
ptghair or mohuir, you must acour It In urine and 
water of equul parts, nilowing half aa hour to boil off. 
Have a small piece of clean wood to atir each oryonr 
dyes. Berorc cutermg into tbe particulara of dy«inc 
your Etufforbnckled, it ia necessary to give Ukldcftof 
tbe primary or prinripBl colours, which are Jh§ in 
number, viz. blue, red, yellow, brown, Btid bUck, 
each of these con furnish a great number of «h»dM, 
from the lightest to the darkest ; and from the combi- 
nation of two or more of these difltrent sbndMj^ 
all tbe colours In nature. 

FOH DICE. 
Fill your crucible three parts full of soft Htct 
pat it on a sloir fire, at the same lime, pul Id • tea- 
spoon full of paste blue, to be had at the dry-Mlten. 
Stir it well ; when it U more than lukewarm, l*k« ■ 
table spoonnil of cold water, drop into it twelve drop* 
of oil of vitriol, put this in your blue dye, and Iben pal 
Id a ijuarler of an ounce of pighair, backles, or mo- 
hair, (previously scoured) remarking, at the Mna 
tine, to wet your stulT In hot water, and wring it b*> 
fora putting It Into the dye. Doll It slowljr atlMn or 
twenty minutes, lake it out with your piece of wood, 
and Imtnedlalely immerge It in a |iau of cold •mt«r.- 
(as oil of vitriol will not stand th« air). Dry your 
*iu/r, anil your eotoat will be fttte. 



FOR RED. 

Put into your crucible, water, as above, boil in il 
two faandfuU of BtoziI wood witb your stuB*, (a ituorter 
oran ounce of pig-hair or mohair) half an buur, tben 
lake it out and cool ;our dye with a little cold water, 
before you put in the oil of vitriol, (quantity as above, 
or a little more if required,) then put in your stuff; 
let il Binuner slowly One hour on a slow fire ; tate it 
out, immerge it immediately aj above ; wring or dry 
it; your red will be lasting. If you would have a 
beautiful claret, add first to the red wood, or Brazil 
wood,halfthequantlly of logwood; and, in the second 
boiliug, put in the size of a pea of copperas, dienolved 
in a little of the liquor, with a bit of pearl-ash the siie 
of a nut— boil it one hour as above. Be careful to 
eool your liquor before you put in the oil of vitriol in 

Oil of vitriol is 9o useful a thing in dyeiog, that, by 
the help of its acid, you may produce any tasting 

FOR YELLOW. 
Water, as above; put in one hnudful of bruised 
Persian Berries, and boil them one hour, then add two 
table apoonfuls of turmeric. Put in your acid, and 
llieri your quarter of an ounce of mohair, backleB, lie, 
let it boil half an hour— immerge it in cold water— 
your yellow will be brilliant. By adding one table 
■poonful of Bnail wood, you have a beautiful orange. 

FOR BROWK. 
Water at before; boil a good handful of walnut 
rind, and a rery small ^luntii^ oti^i.'^wAi **iJi^™ 
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size ora wallnut of logwood, half an hour, put tn yt 
mobair, a quarter of nn ounce (cooling your liquor 
befoie the acid U put in). Iioil it half nn hour longer^ 
and your colour will be lasKng. If you would taareft 

non or yrllow, ilery, brown, &c. Hrst dye your 

r, mohair, orhacklts yellow. Ad 

according lo the quanlily or your 

FOa BLACK. 

Water u before ; boil two handruU ol logwood, ona 
hour; odd a little ebumac and elder bark- Boil ll 
iDgredients together half an hour, when your 1 
may bo entered and boiled half-aii-bour. Take 
your hair; cool your liquor i disBulve a bit of eopji*- 
raa the size of a Spanish nul, put it into your llqnori 
adding a little argil and «oda. Boil it hnir-an-hou' ; 
take out your mobair occasionally, as the air contci- 
butee to its colour, and your black will be the cotont: 
of a raven'e feather. 



The mixture of Blue and Red produce* a Pur^ili 
lioiled together, adding oil of vitriol as before- 

Tbe mixture of Blue and Claret prodncee M'im 
Purple. 

The raivtnre of Bine nnil Yellow, produce* Orecntj 
ofallibadei. 

Tbo mixture of Dlue, Red, and VeUow, Url|fa^ 
otivu, darkened with Li>g wood —ap ply Oil of Vlirlolf 

You may produce i 
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FOR FLAME-COLOURED SCARLET. 
Water as above; bruiae one table-apoouful of Co- 
cbineel to a powder ; add a tea-spooDful of crjslal or 
tartar lo tbe water, berore your Cochineal goei in. 
Holl yoar molluir also in ttie tartar and water, theo 
take out your moiiair or pig-hair, put in your Cochi- 
uenl, with a, tea-spoonful of tlie composition liquid ;• 
hoil the stulf balf-an-hour, and your Scarlet will be 
beautiful. 

(The Oil of Vitriol must be kept from this dye.) 

■ COMPOSITION FOR SCARLET. 
Take hulf-a-pint of spirits of nitre, add to it an 
equal quantity of clear river-waler; dissolve in it, 
little by little, a quarter of an ounce of while i<alt am- 
menloc) (because epiritB of nitre alone will noldissolve 
block-tin); add one drachm of anllpetre, dissolve half- 
an-ounce of block-tin, made small, by costing il into 
eold water. These small grains of lin are put inio [he 
dissolvent, one by one, letting the Hrst dissolve before 
putting in others. This keeps in the red vapours, 
necessary for the gold colour of your l)i|uor. 
{This ntiTture U ta be had at the Dry-Saltert under 
the name of grain ipirili.) 

FOR STAINING GUT. 

Boll a tea-spoonful of alum in half-H-pint of water ; 
add a piece of logwood the size of a nut, and of cop- 
peras the ilie of a pea ; dip in one hundred of gut one 
minute, and you will have the desired colour. 

Wash your feathers In spirit of turpentine, to keep 
them from the moth: camphor, also, preserves them 
from that devouring insect. 



Having endeavoured in this little treatise to 
instruct my readers to the best of my ability in 
tlie art of fly~ma,kin°; — an art so essential to the 
success of those who aspire to become skilful 
fly-fisbers, 1 will conclude with an earnest hope 
that those who have sought for instruction in the 
perusal of these pages may not consider my la- 
hour thrown away, but will rest assured that the 
information I have striven to impart is by no 
means theoretical, but tlie result of my own ex- 
perience and practice. 



0- Flies, Irish Hooks, Tackle, MaleriaU 
Jor Fly-Making, and Foreign Feathers ofevtry 
description. Sold by the Author, 54, Dean 
Street, Sobo Square, London. 



